
Women, for a Change: 
Gender Equality & the 
Carter Administration

Grades 8-12

Women



Program Overview

Å 1976: A Campaign for 
Change

Å Making Change Happen

Å Support for Equal 
Rights Amendment

Å 1980: Running on 
Change

Right: President Carter Signing Legislation for the 
Equal Rights Amendment , 10/20/1978 (National 
Archives Identifier: 181970)

https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/181970


Out of Many, One

How has our 
ƀĔƴŠƉƀͨƫ ŽƉƴƴƉͅ       
E Pluribus Unum, 

guided political & 
social change over 
time? What does it 

mean to you?

Right: Design for the Verso of the Great Seal of the United States, 1782 
(National Archives Identifier: 595257)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/595257


1976:               
A Campaign 
for Change

Left: Carter-Mondale 1976 Presidential Election Campaign Poster (Carter Library)



1976: Women & The White House
Ford Administration

Å Women account for 12% of 
appointees in the Ford Administration

Å Carla Hills only female Cabinet 
Secretary (Housing & Urban 
Development)

Å President Ford supports passage of 
the Equal Rights Amendment

Å Approves Equal Credit Opportunity 
Act of 1974 

Å Signs .JG;D9E9LAGF GF 5GE=FӐK
Equality Day, 1974

Right: National Security Council Discussing the Situation in 
Vietnam, 4/28/1975 (National Archives Identifier: 186800

https://2009-2017.state.gov/s/p/fapb/185586.htm
https://docsteach.org/documents/document/equalrights-amendment
https://docsteach.org/documents/document/equal-credit-opportunity-act
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-4309-womens-equality-day-1974
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/186800


1976: Different Appeals to Voters

Left: Campaign Button with President Ford as Fonzie, 1976 (National Archives Identifier: 28360684) Right: The Allman Brothers Band Concert Poster, 
11/25/1975 (Carter Library)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/28360684


Women Turn Out for Carter (& Ford)

Equal Support Among Sexes

Å Carter captures 52% of male & 
female voters (Ford gets 48% of 
each)

Å Electoral College Victory of 297-240

Å Women comprise more than 52% 
of total voter turnout w/45.62 
million votes cast

Å More people vote in 1976 than any 
previous election, but voter turnout 
down 10% from 1964

Right: Bar graph showing 1976 Presidential Election results 
for each candidate by gender (Data from U.S. Census 
Bureau)
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1976 Presidential Election Results by Gender
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https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/tables/p20/322/tab01.pdf


Making 
Change 
Happen

Left: Jimmy Carter Inauguration, 1/20/1977 (National Archives 
Identifier: 173353)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/173353


Constitutional Context

What Constitution-based solutions were available to 
President Carter to address Gender Equality?

Å Congressional Legislation (Article I, Section 1)

o Subject to approval or veto by the President

Å Executive Action (Article II, Section 1)

o Powers not relegated to other branches, nor explicitly denied 
to the Executive

Å Presidential Appointments (Article II, Section 2)

o Ambassadors, other public Ministers & Consuls, Judges of the 
Supreme Court, & all other Officers of the United States, 
whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for; 
subject to confirmation by the Senate

Right: The Preamble and Article I of the United States Constitution (National Archives Identifier:1667751)

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript#toc-section-1-
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript#toc-section-1--2
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript#toc-section-2--2
https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1667751

